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MOAPT’s Director Region 6

     Jon McKinney 
       Serves as the Director of Student Services for the Poplar Bluff R-I School District and is the  
       newly elected Region 6 President of the Missouri Association for Pupil Transportation (MOAPT). Now in 
his       25th year in education, Jon brings more than 16 years of experience in school administration  
       and a well-rounded background that spans both instructional and operational leadership.

       His career includes service as a Vocational Agriculture Education Teacher, Coach, School Bus Driver, 
       Transportation Director, Elementary Principal, and High School Principal. In his current role, he provides 

      district-level oversight of student transportation and leads student discipline efforts that extend beyond 
      the building level, ensuring consistency, accountability, and student support across the district.

       Under Jon’s leadership, the Poplar Bluff Transportation Department has made significant progress in 
improving efficiency, communication, and student safety. Key initiatives include the implementation of routing software, GPS and navigation 
systems, a parent communication and bus-tracking platform, and ongoing technology enhancements across the transportation fleet. Jon places a 
strong emphasis on professional development and best practices, and the department has hosted multiple regional training opportunities in 
partnership with MOAPT, MSBA, TSA, and the Missouri State Highway Patrol.

One of Jon’s most impactful accomplishments is the creation of the Transportation Department’s Public Relations
Committee. Now in its fourth year, this staff-led committee was established to strengthen community connections 
and highlight the vital role transportation plays in supporting students and families. The committee has led
numerous community and student-focused initiatives, including Salvation Army bell ringing, local food pantry 
donation drives, and outreach activities for students. Participation is entirely voluntary and occurs outside 
regular work hours, reflecting the department’s strong culture of service, pride, and teamwork.



https://landing.ceramexna.com/bus?utm_campaign=33175585-BUS%20%2726


Be Safe this Winter!



Did you know? 
MOAPT is a partner with Missouri Association of 
School Business Officials (MoASBO)

Because of this partnership, MoASBO is extending 
their member registration rate to all Missouri 
Association for Pupil Transportation (MOAPT) 
members for the Spring Conference April 26-29, 2026

MoASBO Spring Conference Registration Rates
• $245 – Advance (through Feb. 28, 2026)
• $295 – Regular (March 1–April 25, 2026)
• $365 – Onsite (April 26–29, 2026)

Watch for an email from MoASBO with full conference 
details.

Questions? Let us know.

https://www.auto-jet.com/


Encouraging Transportation Leaders' Well-being

   The world moves because of the work you do. Every day, you manage the complex infrastructure, logistics, and innovations that keep our communities 
   connected and our economies thriving. It is a role that demands constant vigilance, rapid problem-solving, and a high level  of responsibility.

   Because so much relies on you, I want to share a vital reminder: The most critical piece of equipment in our entire transportation 

   network is you. Prioritizing Your Well-Being!

In an industry that never stops, it is easy to put your own needs last. However, true professional excellence is unsustainable without personal health. Taking care of yourself is not 
a luxury; it is a prerequisite for leadership.

• Physical Vitality: Our industry often involves long hours and high-pressure environments. Prioritize rest, movement, and nutrition. When you are physically 
charged, your ability to react to crises improves tenfold.

• Mental Clarity: The mental load of managing complex systems can be heavy. Take the time to unplug and reset. Whether it’s five minutes of quiet reflection 
or a weekend completely off the grid, your mind needs "preventative maintenance" just as much as our vehicles and infrastructure do.

Ready for the Road Ahead
The landscape of transportation is changing faster than ever. From technological shifts to global logistical challenges, there will always be obstacles. Being "ready for all that may 
come" doesn't mean having every answer right now—it means maintaining the internal capacity to handle those challenges when they arrive.

Stay focused on your "why." When the noise of the day-to-day becomes overwhelming, reconnect with the core mission of our association: safety, connection, and progress.

Staying Positive and Focused
Optimism is a strategic advantage. A positive mindset allows you to see opportunities where others see only dead ends. By staying focused on

solutions rather than setbacks, you set a tone that inspires your team and ensures our industry continues to move forward.

Thank you for your dedication, your resilience, and your tireless work. Please remember to lead yourself with the same care and excellence 

with which you lead the world.

Stay safe, stay healthy, and keep moving forward.

 Tony Hatfield
Director of Transportation Camdenton R-III Schools & MOAPT Region 4 Director



MAPT AWARDS & RECOGNITION

 Help Us Shine a Light on Missouri’s Best! 
We all know someone in student transportation who goes above and beyond — the quiet hero, the problem-solver, the 

encourager, the “gets it done” person.

Now’s the time to lift them up.

Nominate a standout for a 2026 MOAPT Award
 Celebrate their hard work and impact

Help us honor the people who keep Missouri students safe every day

Click the links below:

Administrator of the Year

Distinguished Service Award

Continuing Education Grant

School Bus Driver of the Year

Heroism Award

Hall of Fame

.

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/AwardAdministratorOfTheYear
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/AwardDistinguishedService
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/AwardContinuingEducationGrant
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/AwardSchoolBusDriverOfTheYear
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/AwardHeroism
https://moapt.org/Hall_of_Fame


https://www.midwesttransit.com/


2025-2026 Missouri Association for Pupil Transportation
School Bus Safety Poster Contest

Theme:

“Safe Rides, Everyday Heroes”



Click here to 
read the 

January 2026 
Issue

The Official Publication of the National Association for Pupil Transportation

https://viewer.joomag.com/school-busride-january-2026/0423596001768580419?short&


Certified School Bus Driver Trainer Program
“Train the Trainer”

MOAPT is excited to offer the Certified Driver Trainer Program this Spring!
The MOAPT program is in collaboration with DESE and NAPT
More details are on the way.

With the Missouri Safety Center no longer providing this program, MOAPT is stepping in to ensure our districts still have 
convenient, flexible, and accessible training options across the state.
About the MOAPT Program:

• It’s split into three phases to cut down on travel and lodging costs
• Offers multiple session options so participants can choose dates, times, and locations that fit their schedules
• Combines online learning, live webinars, and in-person instruction

2026 Timeline:
• Phase 1 – Online: March / April
• Phase 2 – Webinar: April / May
• Phase 3 – In-Person: May / June

MOAPT Certified Driver Trainer Website

https://moapt.org/Driver_Trainer_Certification
https://moapt.org/Driver_Trainer_Certification


Transportation Formula:
This calculation is based on 2024-25 school year data submitted by the district on the state 
transportation aid documents included in Part IV of the Annual Secretary of the Board Report 
(Application for State Transportation Aid, School Bus and Facility Depreciation Schedules). 
Calculation documentation can be found linked on the payment transmittal.

The percent of reduction to the calculated entitlement computed for the FY 2026 calculation is shown 
below. This reduction percentage represents the amount the entitlement exceeded the appropriation 
and will fluctuate from month-to-month as revisions are made to individual school district data. The A 
and B factors are reflected on each district’s Summary Transportation Report found on the payment 
transmittal.

The percentage reduction and the A and B factors are as follows:

A Factor = 5.438379
B Factor = -1.414751
Reduction Factor = 5.035893%
Proration Percentage = 94.964107%

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/
https://dese.mo.gov/financial-admin-services/student-transportation/school-bus-standards


Special Member Webinar
• February 3 & 5
• Special Webinar Event
• Featuring: Kevin Daniel – Fired Up! 
Get ready for two powerful sessions that will
motivate you, recharge you, and push you across the goal line as we head into Spring.
Don’t miss this boost of energy and inspiration!

 Special things to Look Forward to with MOAPT!
More details coming soon — stay tuned!

 Special MOAPT–NAPT Joint Academy
April 30 & May 1 • St. Louis
• Back by popular demand!
• Built for current and future leaders in student transportation
• A power-packed two-day academy with tools you can use right away
• Registration capacity is limited – Small group setting 
• Open to MOAPT and NAPT members nationwide
• Last year we welcomed members from 7 different states
Get ready to learn, grow, and lead with confidence.
Don’t miss this leadership experience!

Tools for today’s and 
tomorrow’s leaders 

Click Here to 
Register for 

Member 
Webinar

Registration 
opening soon 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/CommunicationToolsForTransportationProfessionals


For more details and registration Click the links below
 

Safety Competition Website
Registration Site

or contact

 Keith Henry 816-806-0226  maptboard@gmail.com 
Chris Dew 314-704-3863 cdew52@yahoo.com 

 Carol Woods 573-243-9507  cwoods@jr2mail.org 

School Bus Driver Safety Competition 

Register by May 15 to ensure you get a competition Shirt

https://moapt.org/Safety_Competition
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MissouriAssocForPupilTransportation/_2026SchoolBusSafetyCompetition


61st Annual Conference and Trade Show
July 7 - 10, 2026

University Plaza Hotel & Convention Center
Springfield, MO

Take advantage of 
“Early Bird” Registration

For more than six decades, MOAPT has brought together Missouri’s student transportation 
professionals to learn, connect, and grow. Since our first conference in 1965, this event 
has become one of the largest and most respected state pupil transportation 
conferences in the nation.

This conference is designed for every level of your transportation team — from drivers, 
dispatchers, trainers, mechanics, and technicians to directors, supervisors, and 
administrators. No matter your role, everyone will benefit from attending.

This year’s conference offers a valuable opportunity to:
• Learn from industry leaders and peers
• Explore best practices and new ideas
• Connect with colleagues from across Missouri
• Engage with vendors and partners supporting student transportation

We look forward to welcoming you to Springfield, Missouri, for another informative, 
collaborative, and memorable event as we continue advancing excellence in pupil 
transportation.

We can’t wait to see you there!

https://moapt.org/Conference


Tips
Change is constant, and we’re learning together. MOAPT will continue to share helpful tips to support compliance and 

effective operations. If you have something that’s working well, let us know so we can pass it along.

FMCSA
Notice of Non-Use
Training Providers

FMCSA does not set a specific time-based 
recertification schedule (like yearly or every few 

years) for Training Provider Registry (TPR) listings. 
Instead, training providers must continue to meet 

eligibility requirements and self-certify 
compliance in order to remain listed. If they fail to 

maintain those standards, FMCSA may remove them 
from the registry based on compliance issues. 

In practice, FMCSA has been enforcing compliance 
by sending notices to providers that are inactive (no 

submissions in 12 months) or unresponsive, and 
requiring those providers to respond or risk removal.

Be sure to check that your TPR is still active 
if you have not trained in the previous 12 

months 

FMCSA
Clearinghouse Queries 

As a transportation provider, Clearinghouse queries 
are required at hire and every year for CDL drivers.

Do you review the results, or just file them?

Reviewing queries matters. It confirms drivers are 
legally qualified, flags drug or alcohol violations 
early, and helps keep unqualified drivers off the 
road. It also protects your district from fines, audit 
issues, and liability—and shows due diligence if an 
incident occurs.

Here is an example from a recent query that showed 
an issue: Driver not Verified

In this example there was an error in the driver 
license entry, and all was good once corrected. 

Be sure to review your queries  

DESE
Non-Compliant Vehicles

12/15 Passenger Vans
Driver shortages are pushing districts to look beyond the yellow school 

bus, but Missouri law is different from neighboring states in what 
vehicles may be used. Some vendors are promoting 12/15-passenger 

vans with seats removed as “school ready.” In Missouri, these vehicles 
are not school ready. Removing seats or self-certifying capacity does 

not change the vehicle’s legal classification.

Here is what the experts say:

“The seating capacity of a vehicle is determined by the manufacturer’s original 
design and certification, not by the number of seats currently installed.”

— NHTSA Interpretation Letters

“Post-manufacture modifications such as seat removal do not alter the 
vehicle’s compliance obligations or safety risks.”

— NHTSA Guidance on Vehicle Alterations
“Modifying seating does not change the inherent safety risks or 

regulatory classification of the vehicle.”
— FMCSA Regulatory Interpretation

 

Click Here for More Information 

https://moapt.org/Vehicles_for_Student_Transportation


2026 School Bus Safety Poster
• Over $3,000 in prizes; overall winner receives $500!
• Link: MO Safety Poster Contest
• Must be received by MOAPT by April 3, 2026

2026 Missouri School Bus Safety Competition
• June 18 & 19, 2026
• Jackson MO
• Revised Schedule – Check it out Click Here 

61th Annual Conference and Trade Show
• July 7 – 10, 2026
• Springfield MO
• Registration will open by January 1, 2026 – watch for more information

MO Technician and Inspector Training 
• July 7th through 9th, 2026
• Held in conjunction with the annual Conference and Trade Show 

Board Meeting Dates
April 9, 2026
July 10, 2026

All Members are Invited!
For details on attending, 

please reach out to MOAPT.

https://moapt.org/Poster_Contest
https://moapt.org/Safety_Competition
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